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What Are People Saying About NEPSI?
"While medication errors and adverse drug events can be common and serious, electronic prescribing is clearly a tool that can dramatically reduce errors and improve patient safety. Yet despite the many benefits of electronic prescribing, physician adoption is still modest. The situation calls out for a solution that will overcome the barriers many physicians face in adopting this life-saving technology." 

- Nancy W. Dickey, President of the Health Science Center and Vice Chancellor for Health Affairs at the Texas A&M University System, Former President of the American Medical Association. 
"The need for a revolution in healthcare is overwhelming and the spread of eprescribing can help lead that fight.  It is unconscionable that thousands die each year because of avoidable medication errors - mistakes that could be prevented.  Just as private industry and public entities, doctors and patients can come together in support of this initiative, I hope Democrats and Republicans will join together this year to advance the use of health IT and begin transforming healthcare."

 - Congressman Patrick Kennedy (D-RI), Chairman of the 21st Century Healthcare Caucus
"Prescribing electronically improves accuracy and removes many opportunities for human errors. Eprescribing  systems with safety alerts are a simple solution that will improve efficiency and dramatically reduce medication errors."

- David A. Kessler, MD, Former Commissioner, Food and Drug Administration
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“Increasing patient safety is a critical but complex issue. By gathering together key stakeholders from across the healthcare system and focusing on solutions that leverage technology, NEPSI is taking an important step in reducing medication errors, improving quality of care, and enhancing administrative efficiencies. Supporting this coalition is consistent with Aetna's history of and ongoing commitment to improving the quality and cost-effectiveness of care, and we are pleased to join our colleagues to promote e-prescribing.”  

- William Fried, M.D., Medical Director 

[image: image3.emf]
"Medication errors represent a significant challenge for our nation and we know we can and we must do better by taking action – right now. The National e-Prescribing Patient Safety Initiative brings together a diverse group of technology companies, payers and physicians who share a commitment to one remarkable idea – that providing free electronic prescribing for every physician will ultimately reduce errors and improve care. This initiative delivers a simple yet comprehensive solution, and represents an on-ramp to a complete Electronic Health Record." 

- Glen Tullman, Chief Executive Officer 
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“More and more, e-prescribing is being recognized as playing an important role in improving patient safety and helping pharmacists and physicians more efficiently serve their patients. We applaud NEPSI’s commitment to make eRx NOW software available at no cost to physicians nationwide.  All CVS/pharmacy locations are capable of receiving electronic prescriptions, and we look forward to working with all of our healthcare partners to find ways to increase access to this technology.” 
- Jon Roberts, RPh, Chief Information Officer and Senior Vice President of Information Services
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"In the 21st Century, the legibility of a doctor’s handwriting should not determine whether a patient lives or dies. Yet the paper prescription system has remained essentially unchanged for two hundred years. There is simply no excuse for medical errors when they are caused by an antiquated system that can easily be modernized and replaced.  The National ePrescribing Patient Safety Initiative is the kind of innovative, entrepreneurial approach that will undoubtedly transform healthcare for the better and save countless American lives."  

- Speaker Newt Gingrich, Founder



"As the worldwide leader in networking that transforms how people connect, communicate and collaborate, Cisco understands the impact technology can have in helping physicians improve the safety of the prescribing process to provide quality patient care. We are excited to be a part of the NEPSI initiative, which we believe is a catalyst to transforming healthcare in the United States." 
-Frank Grant, Director of US & Canada Healthcare Sales



“We are proud to add sponsorship of the NEPSI Coalition to the growing list of healthcare-related initiatives that Dell is helping to lead. Information technology holds great promise as a means to help upgrade our nation’s healthcare system, and we look forward to working with partners such as Allscripts to help demonstrate its potential to improve the quality, efficiency and productivity of health care in the United States.”
- Kevin Rollins, President and Chief Executive Officer




"Fujitsu is excited to work with the NEPSI Coalition in its goal of making safe, accurate and easy electronic prescribing attainable for all physicians. According to the Institute of Medicine, medical errors take nearly 100,000 lives each year, including thousands of deaths linked to handwriting errors and other problems associated with writing prescriptions on paper. These medication errors cost way too many lives and way too much money to be ignored.  We believe the widespread use of electronic prescribing will contribute to improved patient safety and reduced healthcare costs in America.  We look forward to working with all the NEPSI partners to improve the nation's healthcare system." 

-Yoshi Masuda, President and CEO
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“Horizon Blue Cross Blue Shield of New Jersey is committed to increasing the quality of care for our members and one way we are doing so is by increasing the use of electronic prescribing. We appreciate NEPSI on their shared commitment to increasing patient safety throughout the United States and are pleased to offer our support to practicing NJ physicians as they strive to better serve their patients through the use of  health information technology."
- Richard Popiel, MD, Vice President and Chief Medical Officer
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"Handwritten prescriptions ought to be a thing of the past. Electronic prescribing solutions can contribute significantly to the prevention of medication errors today. ISMP issued a call to action in 2000 to eliminate all handwritten prescriptions within three years. Clearly there is still a lot of work to be done. NEPSI is breaking down significant barriers to eprescribing adoption by eliminating the cost for the technology and offering training and onsite support. Eliminating written prescriptions is not a panacea but it is a big part of a larger solution to dramatically reducing medication errors.
- Michael Cohen, RPh, MS, DSc, President



“Paper prescriptions are a key cause of cost, errors and inefficiency in U.S. healthcare. Which other industry could tell their customers it was OK to have a 15% error rate; imagine the airlines landing at the wrong destination 15% of the time. eprescribing should be the rule not the exception. We look forward to working together with Allscripts and this initiative to lower health care costs and drive improvements, ultimately providing more timely and accurate information to our employees through direct feeds to the Dossia lifelong health record.”
- Craig Barrett, Chairman
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"Microsoft is proud to support the NEPSI initiative, which we believe is a major step forward in the effort to arm our nation’s physicians with the technology they need to eliminate paper from the prescription process and deliver higher quality, safer patient care.  We believe that consumers will be the biggest beneficiaries of this technology adoption by physicians, enabling real-time access to the most relevant patient information". 
- Steve Shihadeh, General Manager – Sales, Marketing & Partners, Health Solutions Group
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“Consistency and reliability are key components in reducing disparities in healthcare access and quality.  Health IT in general and eprescribing specifically can help doctors ensure that their patients get the medicines they require, in the proper dosages and with all the information they need to protect their health. NEPSI’s work is important because it provides free access to the benefits of technology for all doctors and patients.”

- Dr. Albert W. Morris, Jr., President


[image: image15.png]With us, s personal






"Utilizing e-prescribing is a huge benefit for our patients, our pharmacists and our physician partners. E-prescribing improves accuracy, eliminates unnecessary phone calls and faxes to physician’s offices and, most importantly, allows our pharmacists to spend more time counseling their patients, answering their questions, and ensuring their compliance with medication therapy."
- Phil Keough, Senior Vice President of Pharmacy Operations
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“Sprint is committed to improving the quality and safety of patient care by providing differentiated and innovative mobile solutions in healthcare and extending the workplace outside of hospitals, thus helping physicians address patient needs instantly. Sprint continues to work with key partners to address the multiple challenges faced by the healthcare industry.”
- Bill Montgomery, National Director of Healthcare
[image: image17.png]SUPERVALU




“SUPERVALU Pharmacies understands the importance of technology in today’s complex pharmacy practice. We embrace cutting-edge technology such eRx NOW that makes it easier for physicians to minimize prescribing errors, check for potentially dangerous drug interactions and allergies, thus reducing the risk of patient harm.”
- Chris Dimos, President
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“There is no reason for any physician in the United States to prescribe with a pen, paper, or a fax machine ever again. NEPSI ensures that physician practices – regardless of size or resources – will have access to software that has been tested and certified to electronically exchange prescription information with the nation’s community pharmacies.”
- Kevin Hutchinson, President and CEO
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"WellPoint views eprescribing as an essential tool in providing high-quality, safe and cost-effective care to our members.  We are excited about the potential of this program to result in improved care when executed by our network physicians."

- Charles Kennedy, M.D., Chief Medical Officer  
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"Wolters Kluwer Health is pleased to sponsor this important initiative to bring eprescribing to every physician in the country.  Wolters Kluwer Health is committed to driving medical excellence in the transformation of healthcare through information providing the highest quality medical content and decision support products to the healthcare community. We are pleased to do so through our partnership with Allscripts."

- Jeff McCaulley, President & CEO
